Heaton Moor United Church
The United Reformed Church and The Methodist Church
working together in partnership
Sunday Services at Heaton Moor United Church
Services at 10:45 unless otherwise stated

24th April

Carol & Frank Cork

1st May

Anne Wilde

8th May

Martin Goddard

15th May

Rev. Dr Graham Adams

Communion Service

Additional Services
Sunday 1st May at
9:30am

Short Sunday Service led by
JoAnne Roy

Tuesday 17th May at
14:00

Dementia Friendly Service
Heaton Moor United Church

Short service followed by
refreshments. All welcome
See notices for more
information
Short service followed by
refreshments. All welcome

Additional Events at Heaton Moor Church
Monday 25th April at 19:30

Men’s Fellowship

(takes place every other Monday)

Wednesday 27th April at 10:30

Coffee Morning – All Welcome

(takes place weekly)

Wednesday 4th May at 10:00

Moor Than A Good Read

Thursday 5th May at 14:00

Moor Than Tea

Dear Heaton Moor United Church,
May the peace and grace of the risen Jesus Christ be with you all. Trust you all had a good
time at Easter. April has been one of the most happening months with lots of activities across
the circuit and with our church. The Yurt which was put up at Mersey Way was a great
experience listening to lots of conversations and making contacts with people out in the
public square. Our appreciations to JoAnne who project managed it and as a church we are
so proud of her contributions. The open-air Circuit Palm Sunday service at St. Peter’s square
in the centre of Stockport was another great occasion for us to be out in the public space to
worship and witness together. Heaton Moor was well represented and supported these
events. The distribution of Easter cards in the neighbourhood of the Heatons was well
received, and we have had some positive feedback about the cards. During the Holy Week,
as a church we were at the Plough giving away Easter bags and it was a fantastic experience.
Many thanks to all the volunteers who supported it. Thanks to Linda for taking the lead in
organising it during the week. Our Maundy Thursday service with jacket potato and beans
was a great way to reimagine the Last Supper of Jesus Christ. Thanks to Sharon who provided
the meal and for organising it. Thanks to all who participated in it. The Heatons Good Friday
Walk of Witness was very well attended with people from all our local churches participating
in the walk and in the service afterwards. We also had good time at Easter breakfast service
and also the Easter communion service. Thanks to all who have participated in all of these
events and for supporting them in various ways. It has been a busy month, and we were glad
things went well as planned. We appreciate all your support and encouragement.
With so much going on during this month, we as staff team gathered this week to debrief
about the events and took note of certain learning points in doing them better for the next
year. We also had a debriefing of the listening experiences at Yurt, and they have all been
really helpful. Thanks to Carol Cork for leading the service this Sunday.
I will be on holiday next week from Wednesday the 27th April to 5th of May. During this time
for any pastoral emergencies please feel free to contact our colleagues at the office.
May you all have a blessed time.
Thanking you,
Regards,
Raj
21.04.2022

MESSAGE FROM THE CO-EDITOR
I hope everybody had a wonderful Easter – I have had a lovely break with
the little uns although ate far too much chocolate!
Since our last notice sheet there have been lots of superb events – it was
great to celebrate Palm Sunday with over 200 people in St Peters Square
along with our special guest Moss the Donkey!
Linda and a team of volunteers handed out 247 hot cross buns outside The
Plough, they received some lovely in person feedback and these posts on
social media

It was wonderful to take part in my first Walk of Witness in the Heatons – even better that the
sun was shining!
May brings the return of Moor Than Tea see notices for more details. We will also be celebrating
Christian Aid Week.
Sunday 1st May we will have the first of our monthly Sunday short services, starting at 9:30 and
lasting half an hour. Refreshments will be served after the service for those attending the 9:30
and 10:45 service.
As always if I can be of any help please contact me.

JoAnne

community@heatonmoorunitedchurch.org.uk
07340 269 354

www.heatonmoorunitedchurch.org.uk
Heaton Moor United Church
Heaton Moor United Church
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@hmuccommunity
heaton_moor_united_church

Office Hours This Week
Monday 09:00 – 13:00
Tuesday 09:00 – 13:00
Wednesday 09:00 – 13:00
Thursday CLOSED
Friday 11:00 – 13:00

Do you have news to share? We’d love
to share members news in the notices.
Perhaps you’ve been on holiday,
celebrating a birth, need a Prayer?
Send your news to
community@heatonmoorunitedchurch.
org.uk, or let the office know.

Bereavement Support Group – this will meet fortnightly at church on Thursday afternoons from
1:30pm. The first session will be on 14th April 2022 in the coffee lounge (upstairs next to the
worship space) The aim of the group is to provide a safe space for talking about your recent or
past loss of a loved one and to share your experiences.
For more information, please contact Bernice Giblin 0161 442 6217 / 07899 700 915 or
Linda Fleming 07564839380

Once again we will be offering cream teas for Christian Aid
week, starting at the Christian Aid coffee morning on 14th
May at 10:00.
We are also challenging people to fill a mini-jam jar with £1 coins,
fill a jar and exchange it for a cream tea.
Jean James will also be completing another challenge through out the week . . .watch this
space for more details and how you can donate.
Prayer for Ukraine.
God of all, with alarm and concern we bring
before you the military intervention in Ukraine.
In a world you made for peace and flourishing,
we lament the use of armed force. We mourn
every casualty of this conflict, every precious life
extinguished by war. We pray comfort for those
who grieve and those who are fearful. Hear our
longing that leaders and nations will honour the
worth of all people by having the courage to
resolve conflict through dialogue. May all our
human failings be transformed by your
wonderful grace and goodness. We ask this in
the name of Christ, the author of peace and
sustainer of Creation. Amen.
This is a prayer from the Joint Public Issues Team
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MOOR THAN
We invite you to
join us for an
afternoon of
chatting, singing,
tea and cake!

T
E
A

1st Thursday of the month
Starting 5th May 2022
14:00 - 15:30
www.heatonmoorunitedchurch.org.uk

Worship at Home – 24th April 2022
This short act of worship has been prepared for you to use at home. We invite you to spend a few
moments with God, knowing that other people across the Methodist Connexion are sharing this act
of worship with you.
Opening Prayer
Faithful God,
The strength of all who believe
And the hope of those who doubt;
May we, who have not seen, have faith
And receive the fullness of Christ’s blessing;
Who is alive and reigns with you,
In the unity of the Holy Spirit,
One God, now and forever. Amen.
(MWB Collect p541)

StF 294 All you that seek the Lord who died
Sing/ Read /pray /proclaim the words or listen
to it here: Hymn Tune "WARRINGTON"
Bowed Psaltery - YouTube
All you that seek the Lord who died,
your God for sinners crucified,
now, now let all your grief be o'er!
Believe, and you shall weep no more.
The Lord of life is risen indeed,
to death delivered in your stead;
his rise proclaims your sins forgiven,
and shows the living way to heaven.
Haste then, you souls that first believe,
who dare the gospel word receive,
your faith with joyful hearts confess,
be bold, be Jesus' witnesses.
Go, tell the followers of your Lord
their Jesus is to life restored;
he lives to quicken humankind;
he lives that all his life may find.

Charles Wesley (1707-1788)

Let us pray together
Source of Life, Risen Lord, Breath of Hope, we
lift our hearts and minds in praise to you and

rejoice that you are stronger than death, truer
than lies, loving and faithful to the end. You
are there at our beginnings, and you walk
with us through our endings, and nothing can
separate us from your love.
Be near as we open heart and mind to you in
worship, thankful for your grace and stunned
by your great mercy. For with you we can
reveal our everyday reality as it is; no holds
barred. You only wait for our honesty so that
you may reach out with healing kindness to
restore us where we need it most.
May we wait on you with trust, seeking what
is good, and dismissing any chaff which gets in
the way as soil-aerating roughage. May we
find you, and follow you, as we worship you.
Amen.
Today’s Reading from: Revelation 1: 4-8
Today’s Gospel Reading: John 20: 19-31
Time to Reflect
We often focus on the commission at the end
of Matthew’s Gospel, when Jesus ascends, to
go and make disciples of all the world. In this
reading from John, Jesus gives the first postresurrection commission: Forgive.
It is the evening of the first day; Mary found
he was alive that very morning. The disciples
would have been wracked with guilt and
confusion. And Jesus first gives them the
assurance of Shalom; of Peace and wholeness.
He keeps emphasising this greeting; “Be at
peace”. And he sends them, empowered by
the breath of the Holy Spirit, to forgive.

It’s an awesome responsibility, especially
when you understand that, if you retain
anyone’s sins, they are retained. Seventy
times seventy Jesus had said the disciples
should forgive one another. His example on
the cross was to ask God to forgive, because
“they know not what they do”.

May God send the Holy Spirit to us all, to help
us know we are forgiven, to help us to forgive,
and to help us to discern what is just and wise
in his kingdom of loving peace and kindness.

Forgiving is one of the hardest things we do.
And yet it is – or should be – the hallmark of
the Christian. Everyone is capable of forgiving.
Counsellors know that it is healthy for human
beings to forgive; we live happier lives when
we can let go; we find peace. Christians are
actually commissioned to forgive. That is the
good news which they are to share:
Forgiveness is an essential part of the Peace
Jesus wishes upon his followers. As the author
of Revelation puts it, we are “a Kingdom of
Priests”, and the role of the priests in the
temple was to mediate the forgiveness of God
to those who brought sacrifices to atone for
their sins; for anything they’d got wrong and
now regretted – as well as bringing gifts of
thanksgiving.

God of all, we pray for your world.

The death of Jesus is the final sacrifice; we no
longer need a system of temple priests.
Instead there are people who know
themselves forgiven, who therefore forgive; a
kingdom or nation of priest; Christians.
Forgiveness does not mean accepting
injustice. It means exercising justice without
revenge. It means bringing about a Kingdom
of Peace through a decision of the heart so
that decisions of the mind may be wise and
compassionate, just and merciful.
When people disagree strongly, they can find
it hard to forgive. When they act in ways
which conflict, it can be hard to forgive. Yet
forgiveness enables us to live with an
acceptance of our differences as people who
know they, too, have had to be, and continue
to need to be forgiven.
Only God knows what he is doing. All too
often we do not. He forgives. He is just. Yet or ‘and’ - he forgives.

Take a time to sit quietly
A time of prayer
We pray for people of differing faiths, and for
those who insist there is no God, and for those
who are uncertain, that we may all trust in what
we know, believe that truth is strong enough to
prevail over what is doubtful, and prove tolerant
especially towards any need for healing and
hope. Help us to make space for your redeeming
grace.
We pray for the leaders of the nations, that they
may be wise in exercising justice, and
compassionate in showing mercy.
We pray for those who harm, that we might find
ways to forgive and thereby gain clarity of mind
to help effect changes which limit or remove that
harm.
We pray for those whose hurt is so great that
forgiveness may not be an appropriate response
at this point in time; that we might be forgiven
for any pressure they feel from the way we
express the Good News of God’s love, and that
we might instead offer a hope which is both
trustworthy and just.
We pray for those who are struggling in body,
mind, or soul. May they receive loving kindness in
thought and word and deed.
We pray for any who are grieving. And we thank
you that we can trust that Jesus has conquered
death and sin, and reigns over time and space
with you and the Holy Spirit; one loving God.
Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father ……

Hymn: Listen to “Forgive one another”

Forgive One Another - YouTubeor

“Forgiveness” Matthew West - Forgiveness
(Official Lyric Video) - Music Video - YouTube

Or see Hymn StF 431 Oh the Love of my Lord
sing a verse of a hymn that comes to mind
O, the love of my Lord is the essence (StF 431)
(methodist.org.uk)
O, the love of my Lord is the essence
of all that I love here on earth.
All the beauty I see he has given to me,
and his giving is gentle as silence.
Every day, every hour, every moment
has been blessed by the strength of his love.
At the turn of each tide he is there at my side,
and his touch is as gentle as silence.
There've been times when I've turned from
his presence,
and I've walked other paths, other ways;
but I've called on his name in the dark of my
shame,
and his mercy was gentle as silence.
Estelle White (b. 1925)

A prayer of blessing
May God, who raised Jesus Christ from death
to life,raise us from fear to hope, from despair
to joy, from confusion to action,and may his
peace fill our hearts and flow out to all whose
lives touch ours this day and every day. Amen.
Original Materials by Verity Phillips
All Hymns reproduced under CCLi 1144191.
Local Churches please insert CCCLi No here

We are grateful to all the Ministers and Local Preachers from
around the Connexion who have contributed to Worship at
Home. This resource is administrated by Ministries: Vocations
and Worship in the Connexional Team. We aim to continue to
provide these resources until the end of August 2021.

Revelation 1: 4-8
John to the seven churches that are in Asia:
Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was
and who is to come, and from
the seven spirits who are before his throne, and from
Jesus Christ, the faithful
witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the
kings of the earth.

To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his
blood, and made us to be a
kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be
glory and dominion for ever
and ever. Amen.
Look! He is coming with the clouds;
every eye will see him,
even those who pierced him;
and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail.
So it is to be. Amen.
‘I am the Alpha and the Omega’, says the Lord God, who
is and who was and who is to
come, the Almighty.
John 20:19-31
Jesus Appears to the Disciples
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the
week, and the doors of the house
where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the
Jews, Jesus came and stood
among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ After he said
this, he showed them his
hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when
they saw the Lord. Jesus said to
them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent
me, so I send you.’ When he
had said this, he breathed on them and said to them,
‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you
forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you
retain the sins of any, they are
retained.’
Jesus and Thomas
But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the
twelve, was not with them when
Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, ‘We have
seen the Lord.’ But he said to
them, ‘Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands,
and put my finger in the mark
of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.’
A week later his disciples were again in the house, and
Thomas was with them.
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood
among them and said, ‘Peace be
with you.’ Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here
and see my hands. Reach out
your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but
believe.’ Thomas answered him, ‘My
Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have you believed
because you have seen me?
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come
to believe.’
The Purpose of This Book
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his
disciples, which are not written
in this book. But these are written so that you may come
to believe that Jesus is the
Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you
may have life in his name
https://bible.oremus.org/

